20 September 2007

General membership meeting

DeLuca’s restaurant 
The meeting was called to order at 2015 by Commander Jana Smith, AP. A quorum was present. Minutes of the May General membership meeting were distributed, read and approved.

Cdr Smith presented P/Lt/C Tom Neblett, N, his 50 year membership pin and plaque. It was a pleasure to have a member achieved this honor. P/C Joe Dallaire, SN, who was present, was the other Dearborn member that has achieved this milepost
Treasurer-Lt/C Leon Collins, SN, reported that the new collection of annual dues has made his job much easier. The monies collected are sent directly to USPS headquarters. The Commanders’ Picnic, held on June 2nd was a success along with the August steak roast. Both were successful with more income coming in then income spent. To this date 35 registrations have been received for the Fall District Conference.
Secretary- Lt/C Pat Johnston, SN, reported that P/C Charlie Parkinson, SN, has being working with her on downloading the DB 2000 HQ program for purposes of gathering roster data. She thanked Charlie for the long hours he has spent in the past, while in Florida, preparing the roster for publication. An advanced working copy of the roster was circulated for additions and corrections.
Administrative officer- Lt/C Al Habbal, AP, reported that he has been invited to work with the National IT committee. He will be responsible in helping other squadrons review the requirements for their websites to meet the judging requirements for obtaining the national awards. He will not be judging the Dearborn site. Input from the membership is needed to keep the website up to date. Notification of upcoming classes, conferences and events are important to keep the site current.
The October general meeting will be held at Archie’s in Livonia. 

Educational officer- Lt/C Frank Muylaert, AP, reported that ME will be offered in the fall. It will be held on Tuesday evening at Fred Hoitash’s office in Livonia. It is a 10-14 week course. The sign up sheet was circulated for those interested. K & M will host Tuesday evening seminars this year. These are 1-1/2 – 2 hours in length Boat Handling/Sail and Trim will need an instructor. The Anchoring/Paddle Smart will be offered also.
A Boat Operator certificate will needed in the future. P/C Mick Mastal, .SN, from Grosse Ile will teach this class at the District conference. 

The JN Course will start after the first of the year. Location will be at Fred’s office in Livonia.
The course is 16 weeks and a completed sight folder needs to be done before the test is ordered.

Those interested can order the material at this time.

A sign up sheet was circulated for members to work the fall district conference registration booth. 
Executive Officer- Dave Rayburn, AP, reported that the active VSC members will be issued a “suspenders” type PFD to wear while doing boat examinations. They will have these to use as long as they complete their 5 required exams each year. The VSC chairman will be responsible for issuing the vest and retrieving them from staffers that do not meet the requirements.  
Helpful information, on environmental issues was distributed to members present to pass out the friends and relatives. 

Dave thanked the members that helped make the steak roast such a success.
P/C Charlie Parkinson, SN, reported that the US congress is working on a bill on the discharge of grey water from all vessels. If the bill is passed, the need to purchase a permit will be required for all boats. US Congress needs to be notified by recreational boaters, that this bill for owners of recreational boats would push the cost of boating beyond means to the public. The Michigan Boating Association may have the bill number that needs to address this issue. He suggest that  letters be written to your congressmen asking for help to defeat his action. 
Commander Smith introduced the guest for the evening, P/D/C  Denise Samu, AP and Jay Dallaire.

P/C Linda Lalonde, AP, reported that at the National Meeting, in Norfolk. The vote for the reorganizing structure of National passed. The resolution that the USPS Piloting & Advanced Piloting charting be taught to be in True Degrees did not pass. The vote to provide coverage in the USPS Boat Insurance Plan, to provide overage to all boating members, or create a fund to assist losses incurred by members, did not pass.
P/C Christine Parkinson, JN, reported that the initial Squadron bylaws were sent to the National chairperson. Suggestions were made, the changes done, and read at this meeting. A motion was made by P/C Jerry Majeske, JN, seconded by Lt Marilyn Book, AP, to approve the amended bylaws. After the final approval the bylaws will be printed and available to the members of the squadron.
Lt Celeste Hoitash, S, reported on the Fall District conference. The Interlaker has been mailed, gifts wrapped and goodie bags filled. A signup sheet for working the registration table was sent around to volunteer for work hours. Several members will be at the hotel on Thursday evening to start setting up for the conference. 
P/C Charlie Parkinson, SN, requested to have a flare demonstration at the May 2008 general meeting. He also requested that the merit mark recommendations be sent to him as soon as possible. 

The meeting was adjourned at 2110.

Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. Johnston, SN
Recording secretary.
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